BYLAWS

WOMEN TRIAL LAWYERS CAUCUS

ARTICLE I - NAME AND PURPOSE

Section 1.  The name of this organization shall be Women Trial Lawyers Caucus (Caucus) of American Association for Justice (AAJ).

Section 2.  The purpose of the Caucus is to advance the admirable and selfless philosophy in AAJ's Mission, to strive to provide positive role models as women trial lawyers, to broaden the membership base of AAJ to include women by informing them of AAJ's membership services and Mission, to provide a support system of women lawyers to network, socialize, form professional relationships and develop female leadership for AAJ, to provide fellowship and mentorship to newly-licensed female lawyers who embark on a career of trial law, and to uphold the honor and dignity of the legal profession.

Section 3.  The Policies and Procedures published by AAJ for Sections promulgated on December 19, 1990 and as duly amended by AAJ are incorporated herein by reference and the Caucus shall operate in conformity with these policies and procedures.

ARTICLE II - MEMBERSHIP

Any female lawyer who is a member in good standing of AAJ is a member of the Caucus.

ARTICLE III - OFFICERS

Section 1.  The Officers of the Caucus shall be Chair, Chair-Elect, First Vice Chair, Second Vice Chair, and Secretary.

Section 2.  The Officers shall be nominated and elected at the business meeting of the Caucus held during the AAJ annual convention.  Such election will be conducted by the outgoing Chair.    Each Officer shall hold office for the term of one year.

Section 3.  The Chair shall have the power to fill vacancies among the Officers by appointment, such appointee serving until the next annual meeting of the Caucus at the AAJ annual convention.

ARTICLE IV - NOMINATIONS AND ELECTION

Section 1.  Only members as defined in Article II above are eligible to vote and hold office.

Section 2.  Election of Officers shall be held in the following order:  Secretary, Second Vice Chair, First Vice Chair, and Chair-Elect.  Following the election of Officers, the Caucus shall elect two (2) members to serve two-year terms on the AAJ Board of Governors (Board Representatives) as authorized under the AAJ Bylaws.

Section 3.  Each immediate Past Chair will be given an AAJ 2-year Board of Governors position to represent the interests of the Caucus.  If this seat is relinquished or vacation, the current Chair shall appoint a replacement.

Section 4.  The second year Past Chair shall be the representative to the AAJ Executive Committee to represent the interests of the Caucus.

Section 5.  All nominations shall be given to the Chair within thirty (30) days of the Caucus annual meeting.

Section 6.  Elections shall be conducted consistent with the AAJ Election Rules applicable to Sections.

ARTICLE V - COMMITTEES

Section 1.  The Executive Committee shall be composed of all Officers of the Caucus and the Board Representatives, the Immediate Past Chair and the second year Past Chair.
Section 2.  The Executive Committee shall be the governing body of the Caucus.  The majority of the Executive Committee shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business at Caucus meetings.  The voting of the Executive Committee, other than at the annual meeting, may be in person or by conference telephone call.  Conference telephone call votes will be recorded by the Secretary and duly entered into the minutes, with a copy of such minutes being sent to the participants of the conference call meeting.

Section 3.  There shall be such other committees designated as the Executive Committee or Chair deem necessary.

Section 4.  The Executive Committee shall appoint from among the members of the Caucus one person from each state to act as liaison to their state.  The State Liaisons shall be responsible for increasing Caucus membership from their state.  The State Liaisons shall also provide progress reports to the Caucus at the Winter and Annual meetings and participate in one AAJ membership phonathon per year.

Section 5.  The Executive Committee shall appoint from among the members of the Caucus one person from each AAJ section/caucus to be a Section Liaison.  The Liaison Committee shall be responsible for opening dialogue between the individual sections/caucuses and the Caucus.  The Section Liaison shall also provide progress reports to the Caucus at the Winter and Annual meetings.

ARTICLE VI - MEETINGS

Section 1.  The regular Annual Business Meeting of the Caucus shall be held each year during the AAJ Annual Convention.  The Caucus shall hold additional business meetings at the Fall, Winter and Spring AAJ Board of Governor’s meetings.
Section 2.  The Chair may call special meetings of the Executive Committee or Caucus as necessary for the proper conduct of the affairs of the Caucus.

ARTICLE VII - BYLAWS AND AMENDMENTS

Section 1.  These Bylaws shall be adopted by the Officers of the Caucus and shall become effective upon the approval of the AAJ Board of Governors.

Section 2.  These Bylaws may be amended at the Annual Meeting of the Caucus, by two-thirds vote of the members present, which amendments, however, shall take effect only upon approval by the AAJ Board of Governors.

Section 3.  All amendments must be offered to the Chair and Secretary of the Caucus in writing not less than sixty (60) days prior to the Annual Meeting of the Caucus and shall be circulated in printed form to the Caucus members registered for the Annual Convention of AAJ at the expense of the person offering the amendment.
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