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How to Use This Index

The Professional Negligence Law Reporter Annual Index is designed to make your 2005 issues of the Professional 
Negligence Law Reporter a reliable and accessible research tool. Here are a few things you should know to make the best
use of your index:

General Index by Subject (page PN-3). The major subject headings in the General Index correspond to the areas of
law covered in each issue of the Professional Negligence Law Reporter.

To locate a particular kind of case, first determine into which area your inquiry falls. Entries within each subject include
both factual and legal issues. The numbers after the entries are the page numbers in Volume 20 of the Professional 
Negligence Law Reporter where the cases appear.

Table of Cases (page PN-7). This table includes the most complete citations available as of December 2005.

Injury Awards (page PN-13). Entries in this section will direct you to cases in the Professional Negligence Law Reporter
that contain awards of damages for particular types of injuries. The following abbreviations are used in this section of the
index: V for verdict, J for judgment, S for settlement, SS for structured settlement, PVS for postverdict settlement, AA
for arbitration award, and PAS for postarbitration settlement. An asterisk beside an award indicates plaintiff suffered in-
juries in addition to the one listed.

News (page PN-14). This index lists issues that have been discussed in news stories appearing in the Reporter.

Outlook (page PN-14). This index lists bylined articles that have appeared in the Reporter by author and by subject.

Wrongful Death Awards (page PN-15). This table lists the wrongful death awards reported in Volume 20 of the 
Professional Negligence Law Reporter. The following abbreviations are used in this section of the index: V for verdict,
J for judgment, S for settlement, SS for structured settlement, PVS for postverdict settlement, AA for arbitration award,
and PAS for postarbitration settlement.

To Obtain Further Information About a Case. The Professional Negligence Law Reporter provides pleadings, deposi-
tions, briefs, and other court documents through the Court Documents section each month. That column also provides
a list of Abstract Sets—each set includes a collection of case summaries on a specific topic that have appeared in the Re-
porter since 1993. The best source for additional information about a case is plaintiff’s counsel. The name and city of the
plaintiff’s counsel involved in a case is provided, where possible, at the end of our report of the case. Your ATLA mem-
bership directory will provide you with the complete address and telephone number of any ATLA member. The directo-
ry is available online at www.atla.org.

Association of Trial Lawyers of America
Professional Negligence Law Reporter

Leonard M. Ring Law Center
1050 31st Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20007

Editor in Chief . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Peter C. Quinn
Managing Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Christine M. Mollenauer
Contributing Writer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lynne Stern Feiges
Contributing Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Courtney L. Davenport
Assistant Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mary Alice Patterson
Publications Specialist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jennifer Thomas



Adult Home
prostate surgeries

unnecessary, 3

Assisted Living
Alzheimer’s patient

monitoring, improper, 167
transfer patient

failure to, 167

Assisted Reproduction
consent

husband cannot recover against clinic for 
wife’s artificial insemination even absent 

his written consent, 103
in-vitro fertilization

pre-embryo is “human being” under 
Illinois wrongful death statute, 83

Banking
contract

breach of, 143
fiduciary duty

breach of, 43, 143
trustee fee overcharging 4
Uniform Fiduciaries Act, Maryland

violation of, 43

Chiropractic Care
arbitration agreement

inapplicable to patient’s subsequent 
appointment with chiropractor, 63

Clergy
children, duty to

Jehovah’s Witness entities owed no duty to 
children allegedly abused by father 

despite counseling relationship with 
mother, 187

emotional distress, reckless
claim need not be based on conduct 

directed at specific person or that 
occurred in plaintiff’s presence, 44

sexual abuse/assault
access to children, improper granting of, 

124
enforcing duty to protect children does not 

excessively entangle judiciary in religious 
matters, 123

fiduciary duty, breach of, 188
hiring, negligent, 168
of choir director, 123
of minor, 124, 188
protect pedophiles, conspiracy to, 23
supervision, negligent, 23, 44, 44, 123, 

168
sexual relationship with parishioner

pastor not liable for sexual battery, 84

Cosmetology
manicure

performance of, improper, 84

sanitation measures
improper, 84

Day Care
playground equipment

improper use of, 24
supervision, negligent 24
teacher-child ratio

inadequate, 24
vicarious liability

of hospital for its day care worker’s abuse 
of child, 168 

Dentistry
anesthesia

administration of, negligent, 24, 45
blood pressure

monitoring, improper, 44
cantilever bridge

placement of, negligent, 124
preparation of, negligent, 124

dental dam
use during root canal, failure to, 64

inferior alveolar nerve
injuring of, 45

informed consent
duty includes disclosing provider-specific 

information that would affect decision to 
undergo treatment, 144

lack of, 24
jaw, fracturing of

negligent, 45
mandibular tumor

timely diagnose, failure to, 64
prosthodontist

refer to, failure to, 124
wisdom tooth extraction

pretreatment X-ray, take, failure to, 
168

severed lingual nerve, 24
wrong tooth

extraction of, 85

Drug Treatment
hiring

negligent, 45
sexual assault

of patient, 45
supervision

negligent, 45

Foster Care
private agency

liability to foster parents for negligent 
placement, 24

Funeral Home
ashes

commingling of, 124
body parts

selling of, 124
cremation

arrange, failure to, 64

unfair trade practices act
Connecticut, violation of, 64

Group Home
breach of fiduciary duty claim

where counselor had intimate relationship 
with resident, 144

911
timely call, failure to, 132

resident drowning
supervision, negligent, 25

Home Health Care
criminal background

agency may be liable where client allegedly 
harmed by caregiver who had, 104

Hospice
charitable immunity

does not preclude gross negligence claims 
against volunteer hospice entity, 25

Insurance
bad faith

defend professional negligence suit,
failure to, 85

HIV test results
insurer has limited disclosure duty to 

applicant who tests positive, 104
settlement practices

unfair, 85

Investment Banking
accounting fraud

aiding and abetting, 188
conspiracy to hide company’s fraud, 188

Law
absolute immunity

court-appointed attorney in divorce case 
entitled to, 189

administrative law claim
timely file, failure to, 105

antenuptial agreement
negligent preparation suit accrued after 

award of “protected” property, 125
beneficiaries

identifiable, intended beneficiaries 
may sue attorney who 

prepared will, 189
conflict of interest 26
expert testimony

to determine causation in legal negligence 
case, 5

Fair Debt Collection Practices Act
(FDCPA)

attorney fees, overcharging of, 169
debt collection letters, improper, 169
debt collector that did not itemize 

amounts owed in collection letter 
violated, 4

fiduciary duty, breach of 105
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innocence
criminal defendants suing former attorneys 

for negligence must prove, 105, 145
limitations period

negligence claim accrued when underlying 
case settled, 46

loan deal
collateral for, obtain, failure to, 26

noneconomic damages
unavailable in legal negligence suits based 

on breach of fiduciary duty, 169
postconviction relief

not prerequisite to negligence suit, 145
prosecute case

failure to, 4
protect adversary

failure to, 85
unions

members may not sue lawyer hired by 
union to handle matter related to 

collective bargaining agreement, 145
unsettled area of law

attorney who does not render legal 
judgment on area may be liable, 65

violent threat, client’s
disclose, failure to, 85

Matchmaking Service
“mail-order” bride service

deceptive trade practices, 65
fraud, 65
legal rights, advise bride of, failure to, 65

Medicine
I. Specific Misconduct
abortion clinic

informed consent, lack of, 51
anesthesiology

blood pressure,
drop in, notice, failure to, 173

general anesthesia,
administration of, improper, 129

high spinal block, adverse reaction to, 
properly respond, failure to, 86

resident liability,
assistance, call for, failure to, 69
timely reintubate, failure to, 69
training, poor, 69

cancer
brain, 29
breast, 28, 128
cervical, 110
colorectal, 27, 174
excessive radiation, 87
pancreatic, 150
prostate, 8, 8, 31, 126, 171, 171
stomach, 173
tongue, 32

cardiology
angioplasty,

negligent performance of, 108
unnecessary, 108

catheter, wrong type, use of, 28
myocardial infarction,

treatment of, improper, 9
Retavase,

administration of, improper, 11
clinic liability

blood clotting disorder, timely 
diagnose and treat, failure to, 151

coronary artery disease, 107
examination, inadequate, 130
herniated disk,

timely diagnose, failure to, 130
prostate cancer,

timely diagnose, failure to, 31
Taxol overdose, 69

credentialing, negligent
of podiatrist, 11

diagnose, timely, failure to
aneurysm(s), 

abdominal aortic, 147
brain, 147
dissecting aortic root, 149

arterial dissection, postsurgical, 171
bacterial endocarditis, 131
bacterial infection, 106
blood clotting disorder, 151
cancer,

breast, 28, 128
cervical, 110
colorectal, 27, 174
pancreatic, 150
prostate, 8, 8, 31, 126, 171, 171
stomach, 173
tongue, 32

coronary artery disease, 107
fibula, fractured, 146
heart attack, 67
herniated disk, 130
hypercoagulable state, 70
infection, 

postoperative, 111
wrist joint, 194

intracranial brain swelling, 49
lens fragment, retained, 193
meningitis, 173
metabolic disorder, 89
orbital cellulitis, 191
pulmonary embolism, 47
renal infarction, 70
spinal cord compression, 47, 88
spinal tumor, 66
spleen infarction, 70
stroke, 89
testicular torsion, 127
tuberculosis, 128
uterine rupture, impending, 68

drugs
Cytotec, 192
insulin, 30
prednisone, 131
Retavase, 9, 11
Taxol, 69

emergency medicine
aneurysm,

abdominal aortic,
timely diagnose, failure to, 147

dissecting aortic root,
timely diagnose, failure to, 149 

bacterial endocarditis,
timely diagnose, failure to, 131

heart attack,
timely diagnose, failure to, 67

hypercoagulable state,
diagnose, failure to, 70

meningitis,
timely diagnose, failure to, 173

neurological consultation,
order, failure to, 66

renal infarction,
diagnose, failure to, 70

spinal cord compression,
diagnose and treat, failure to, 47, 88

subdural hematoma,
timely diagnose, failure to, 26

testicular torsion,
timely diagnose, failure to, 127

family medicine
cesarean section, refer for, failure to, 109
lack of fetal movement,

handling of, negligent, 109
newborn,

properly resuscitate, failure to, 86
obstetrician,

consult, failure to, 109
timely surgical consultation,

call for, failure to, 7
tuberculosis,

timely diagnose, failure to, 128
gastroenterology

colon cancer, misdiagnosis of, 107
colon perforation, during surgery, 107
colorectal cancer, diagnose, failure to, 174
pancreatic cancer, diagnose, failure to, 150
stomach cancer, diagnose, failure to, 173

general medicine
prostate cancer,

screen for, failure to, 171
general surgery

left hemicolectomy,
perform, failure to, 11

prophylactic medications,
administer, failure to, 47

pulmonary embolism,
timely diagnose, failure to, 47

genetics
metabolic disorder, diagnose, failure to, 89

gynecology
cervical cancer,

timely diagnose, failure to, 110
hospital liability

administrative help, inadequate, 7
aneurysm, dissecting aortic root,

timely diagnose, failure to, 149  
antiseptic, injection of patient with, 191
bacterial infection, diagnose, failure to, 106
cesarean section,

offer, failure to, 6
timely perform, failure to, 28

chest pain, properly treat, failure to, 9
corpse, disposal of, improper, 69
drainage tube, improperly marked, 50
emergency room physician,

timely consult with surgeon, failure to, 7
eye, properly irrigate, failure to, 90
heart attack,

timely diagnose, failure to, 67
hypercoagulable state,

diagnose, failure to, 70
impaired physician, supervision of, 

negligent, 150
insulin overdose, 30
internal bleeding,

timely detect, failure to, 30
intubation, improper, 194
jaundiced infant, premature discharge of, 9
knee surgery,

identify correct knee, failure to, 87
laparoscopic surgery, negligent, 30
meningitis, timely diagnose, failure to, 173
metabolic disorder, diagnose, failure to, 89
monitoring, improper, 30
monitoring equipment, inadequate, 7



myocardial infarction,
timely diagnose, failure to, 9

newborn(s),
identification of, improper, 109
properly resuscitate, failure to, 86

notify physician of worsening condition, 
failure to, 8

nursing negligence,
chain of command, follow, failure to, 6
code blue, call, failure to, 7
fluid intake and output, monitor, failure 

to, 150
improper monitoring during labor, 6
IV line, insertion of, negligent, 49
patient’s condition,

properly convey, failure to, 50, 130
physician, communicate with, failure to, 

150
supervision, improper, 7
training, improper, 7
treating obstetrician, call, failure to, 7
vital sign assessments, take, failure to, 

150
worsening condition of patient, respond 

to, failure to, 7
obstetrics,

breech delivery,
handling of, improper, 129

cesarean section, perform, failure to, 50, 
130, 148, 192

come to hospital, failure to, 50
Cytotec, use of, improper, 192
fetal distress, recognize signs of,

failure to, 192
fundal pressure, improper, 148
hyperstimulation, signs of, failure to 

recognize, 192
vacuum extractor, 148

orbital cellulitis,
timely diagnose, failure to, 191

pain medication, administration of, 
improper, 174

pathology,
lymphoma, misdiagnosis of, 150

pressure sores,
prevent, failure to, 88
treat, failure to, 88

privileges,
granting of, negligent, 150

radiation therapy,
radiation dosage, improper, 87
unnecessary radiation of minor, 172

renal infarction, diagnose, failure to, 70
resident negligence,

episiotomy,
timely perform, failure to, 87

laparoscopy, negligent, 50
newborn, properly resuscitate,

failure to, 86
oversight of resident, inadequate, 131
prednisone, overprescription of, 131
surgical sponge, remove, failure to, 87

respiratory compromise,
treat, failure to, 8

resuscitation, inadequate, 130, 174
sepulchre, lost, 69
solutions, properly label, failure to, 191
sonographer, supervision of, improper, 109
spinal cord compression,

diagnose and treat, failure to, 47, 88
spinal tumor,

diagnose, failure to, 66

surgical towel, account for, failure to, 31
technician negligence,

wrong catheter, use of, 28
thoracic surgery,

timely detect bleeding, failure to, 30
tuberculosis,

timely diagnose, failure to, 128
tumor misdiagnosis, 29
ultrasound,

procedures for ordering, implement, 
failure to, 109

properly perform, failure to, 109
vacuum extractor,

use of, improper, 6
vicarious liability, 86

internal medicine
aneurysm,

dissecting aortic root, timely diagnose, 
failure to, 149

bacterial endocarditis, timely diagnose, 
failure to, 131

Coumadin levels,
monitoring of, improper, 6

meningitis, timely diagnose, failure to, 173
presurgical evaluation, properly perform, 

failure to, 129
prostate cancer,

failure to diagnose, 126
late diagnosis of, 8, 8

spinal tumor, diagnose, failure to, 66
stroke symptoms, diagnose, failure to, 89

laboratory negligence
misread Pap smears, 110

LASIK center
technician negligence,

incorrect prescription, entering of, 30
maxillofacial surgery

submandibular salivary glands, removal of, 
lack of informed consent for, 127
unnecessary, 127

midwife liability
call for physician during labor, failure to, 7
hyperstimulation, signs of,

recognize, failure to, 172
labor,

properly monitor, failure to, 68
neurology

meningitis, timely diagnose, failure to, 173
neurology fellow negligence

intracranial brain swelling,
timely diagnose, failure to, 49

neurosurgery
meningitis, timely diagnose, failure to, 173
treat patient, failure to, 106
unnecessary surgery, 29, 148

nurse anesthetist liability
breathing tube, removal of, improper, 190
code blue, immediate, call for, failure to, 7
epidural, administration of, improper, 7
gastronomy tube, 

misplacement of, 50
intubate, failure to, 7
tracheostomy tube, misplacement of, 190
training, improper, 8

nursing negligence
arms, contracted,

forced repositioning of, 70
call for physician during labor, failure to, 7
fetal distress, recognize, failure to, 193
hyperstimulation, signs of, failure to 

recognize, 172
labor, properly monitor, failure to, 68

leaving of patient, negligent, 69
supervision, negligent,

of intensive care patient with hot 
beverage, 193

Taxol overdose, 69
visiting nurse liability,

pain medication, administration of, 
improper, 174

obstetrics
breech delivery,

handling of, improper, 129
cesarean section,

offer option of, failure to, 6, 9
timely perform, failure to, 68, 130, 148, 

172, 192
code, timely call, failure to, 86
Cytotec, use of, improper, 192
episiotomy,

timely perform, failure to, 87
excessive force during delivery, 9
fetal distress, handling of, improper, 172, 

192, 192
fundal pressure, improper, 148
hyperstimulation, recognize, failure to, 

172, 192
postdelivery resuscitation, inadequate, 130
postpartum hemorrhage,

properly treat, failure to, 48
shoulder dystocia,

handling of, improper, 31
surgical sponge, remove, failure to, 87
uterine rupture,

diagnose, failure to, 68
vacuum extractor,

use of, improper, 6, 9, 148
occupational medicine specialist

bone tumor, timely diagnose, failure to, 27
oncology

lymphoma, misdiagnosis of, 150
radiation, unnecessary, 172
Taxol overdose, 69

ophthalmology
LASIK surgery, improper, 30, 170

orthopedics
spinal tumor, diagnose, failure to, 66

orthopedic surgery
fractured fibula, 

diagnose and treat, failure to, 146
fraud, 111
frozen shoulder,

handling of, improper, 147
infection,

diagnose and treat, failure to, 111
knee surgery, identify correct knee,

failure to, 87
lumbar surgery, 173
postoperative care,

negligent, 111
pediatrics

blood work, order, failure to, 108
jaundiced infant, premature discharge of, 9
methadone, prescription of to child with 

autism, improper, 132
monitoring, improper, 108

pediatric gastroenterology
liver biopsy, performance of, negligent, 149

pediatric intensive care
metabolic disorder, diagnose, failure to, 89

plastic surgery
brachioplasty, negligent, 48
breast augmentation,

postradiation,

PN-5
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informed consent, lack of, 170
breast implantation, negligent, 29
calf implant surgery, negligent, 48
compartment syndrome,

diagnose, failure to, 48
primary care physician

colorectal cancer,
timely diagnose, failure to, 27

lymphoma, misdiagnosis of, 150
pancreatic cancer, diagnose, failure to, 150

radiology
brain aneurysms,

timely diagnose, failure to, 147
breast cancer, diagnose, failure to, 28
misdiagnosis, of tumor, 29
spinal tumor, diagnose, failure to, 66
tongue cancer, timely diagnose,

failure to, 32
resident negligence

vascular obstruction, 
timely diagnose, failure to, 171

retinal specialist
chronic inflammation,

manage, failure to, 193
retained lens fragment, 

diagnose, failure to, 193
remove, failure to, 193

thoracic surgery
laparoscopic surgery, negligent, 30
timely detect bleeding, failure to, 30

vascular surgery
surgical towel, account for, failure to, 31

university liability
vascular obstruction,

timely diagnose, failure to, 171
urology

CT scan, order, failure to, 66

II. Medical Legal Theories
continuous treatment

regular breast examinations may be 
sufficient to toll limitations period on 

medical negligence suit, 
128

death of fetus
Texas statutes prohibiting recovery for do 

not violate Equal Protection, 10
emotional distress

mother may not recover damages for 
where alleged negligence injures fetus 

subsequently born alive, 126
expert affidavits

plaintiff need not obtain for medical 
negligence claims based on res ipsa 

loquitur, 192
expert testimony

testimony of defense witness inadmissible 
on causation in case involving child with 

brain damage, 110
factual issue, material

defendant’s mere denial of alleged surgical 
mistake does not create, 89

genetic testing
plaintiff’s mother can be compelled to 

provide blood for, 10
juror bias

defense lawyer who served on jury in 
medical negligence case not biased as 

matter of law, 127
medical liability act

West Virginia’s,
applies only to death or injury resulting 

from health care services, 68
negligent credentialing

Texas medical liability act covers claim for, 
48

stillborn infant
mother could recover for child’s wrongful 

death and as patient, 109
vasectomy, failed

wife had no independent claim against 
physician who treated husband after, 67

III. Medical Negligence Statutes
Emergency Medical Treatment and Active

Labor Act (EMTALA)
applies to infant born in depressed 

condition at hospital birthing 
center, 151

Michigan noneconomic damages 
cap applies to EMTALA claim, 

190
treat patient, failure to, 106

Federal Tort Claims Act (FTCA)
abdominal aortic aneurysm,

timely diagnose and treat, 
failure to, 147

drug reaction, adverse,
treat, failure to, 70

laparoscopy, negligent, 67
neuroleptic malignant syndrome,

diagnose and treat, failure to, 
70

presurgical workup, perform, failure to, 
147

Nursing Home
altercation between residents

monitoring, improper, 175
psychiatric treatment, provide, failure to, 

175
arbitration

resident’s daughter who signed admissions 
form not forced to arbitrate claims 

against home, 51
door

keep locked, failure to, 71
dropping of patient

safety precautions, take, failure to, 174
elder abuse 132
electricity

provide during power outage, failure to, 71
fire ant attack 90
fraud 132
medical review panel

claim for lost dignity under residents’ 
bill of rights statute not subject to, 

91
patient monitoring

improper, 91
pest control

inadequate, 90
positioning of resident

improper, 152
unsafe, 152

pressure sores
notify family about, failure to, 51
prevent, failure to, 51, 132

residents’ bill of rights statute
lost dignity claim not subject to medical 

review panel, 91
safety

ensure, failure to, 111

secure unit
transfer to, failure to, 72

staffing
inadequate, 132

supervision of resident
improper, 51, 72, 91

training
improper, 111

wandering patient
care of, negligent, 91

Officers & Directors
duty of good faith and fair dealing

breach of, 32
fiduciary duty

breach of, 32

Pharmacy
lawful prescriptions

liability for filling narcotics prescriptions, 152
methadone

misfilled prescription of, 132

Physical Therapy
neck traction

improper, 111
safe environment

provide, failure to, 92
technique

improper, 175

Podiatry
bunionectomy

negligent, 11
infection

treatment of, improper, 11

Psychotherapy
bipolar disorder

misdiagnosis of, 176
mistreatment of, 176

diagnose, treat patient
failure to, 194

electroconvulsive therapy
negligent, 153
policies on, improper, 153

Fentanyl
overdose, 12
patches, provision of, negligent, 12

follow up
failure to, 12

hospital discharge
premature, 194

restraint
of psychiatric patient, improper, 12

suicide prevention unit
monitoring, improper, 153

training
improper, 12

Real Estate
condominium complex

construction defects, 112
design defects, 112

funds, misappropriation of
by property manager, 52



Respite Care
supervision

improper, 32
training,

improper, 32

Schools
sexual abuse

by teacher, 52
supervision

of special education student, inadequate, 
72

Securities
fraud

plaintiff must prove economic loss by showing
more than inflated purchase price, 

112
underwriter liability

duty to disclose potential conflicts of 
interest, 195

Social Work
abuse investigation

inadequate, 196

duty of care
agency investigating abuse owed duty to child, 196

protect child
failure to, 196

remove child from home
failure to, 196

Transportation
hiring

negligent, 92
training

negligent, 92
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amputation
foot,

$900,000 S and $7.78 
million V: 11

$625,000 AA: 152
leg,

$830,000 comp. and $12 
million pun. V*: 132

$1.9 million S: 27
toe,

$900,000 S: 151
appendectomy

$125,000 S: 64
arm

fracture,
$1.5 million V*: 51

blindness
$5 million V*: 72
$4.88 million S: 191
$4.2 million V: 148
one eye,

$500,000 S: 90
bowel control, decreased

$3 million V: 11
bowel, neurogenic

$675,000 V*: 88
brachial plexus injury

$100,000 S and $1.54 million
V: 6

brain damage
$75.9 million V: 69
$35.13 million V: 196
$31.86 million V: 28
$24.1 million V*: 148
$8 million SS: 44
$7 million S: 86
$5.9 million SS: 68
$5.25 million S: 130
$4 million S: 173
$3.8 million S: 192
$3.5 million S: 89
$1.25 million S: 172
$1.04 million V: 9
$1 million SS: 70
$625,200 V and $18,000 S:

153
$400,000 S: 24
cerebral palsy,

$40 million V: 172
$12 million S*: 106
$10.17 million S: 28

$6.19 million V: 6
$4 million S: 9
$1.83 million S: 193

cognitive deficits,
$1.8 million V: 29
$1 million S: 6

subdural hematoma,
$4.65 million V: 92

breast deformity
$1.1 million V*: 170

burns
$1 million S: 32

colostomy
$816,200 V: 67

consortium, loss of
$1.25 million V: 167
$1.2 million V: 175
$1 million V: 150
$500,000 V: 148
$300,000 V: 31
$300,000 V: 87
$250,000 S: 153
$100,000 V: 67
$100,000 V: 69
$100,000 V: 196
$38,000 V: 127
$25,000 V: 29

deformity
$1.52 million V: 48

disfigurement
$1 million V: 29

dry mouth, chronic
$520,300 V: 127

Erb’s palsy
$1.75 million V: 31

heart muscle damage
$532,000 V: 9

herniated disk
$1.75 million SS: 111
$175,000 S*: 92

ilium, fractured
$260,000 S: 71

immobility
$5 million S*: 47

kidney function, lost
$570,000 V: 70

liver toxicity
$1.07 million V: 108

lung damage
$225,000 S*: 124

lymph node cancer
involvement

$700,000 S: 173
metastasis

$2.86 million V: 171
$2.4 million PVS: 126
$610,000 V: 31

mobility, limited
$7.5 million V: 146

necrosis
in legs,

$1 million S: 48
nerve damage

$15.7 million V*: 87
inferior alveolar nerve, 

disruption of,
$840,700 V: 45

lingual nerve, severed,
$162,500 S: 24
$136,800 V: 168

trigeminal nerve dysfunction,
$300,000 S: 45

neurological injuries
$4 million S: 147

neuropathy
$725,000 S: 171

pain
$3.2 million V: 111
$625,000 S: 147
$349,600 V*: 84
chronic regional pain 

syndrome,
$1.72 million V: 49

paralysis
$2 million PVS: 129
$1 million S: 26
quadriplegia,

$17.1 million V: 109
$7.8 million PVS: 86
$6 million S: 174

perineum, torn
$75,000 S and $426,700 V*: 87

prostate removal
$500,000 S: 8
$500,000 S: 171

psychological injuries
$56 million S: 168
$250,000 S: 52
emotional distress,

$100 million S: 23
$2 million comp. and $4 

million pun. V: 123
$3 million S: 124
$1.9 million V: 69
$1.6 million V: 124
$1.07 million S: 44
$433,500 V* and 

$115,000 S*: 65
posttraumatic stress,

$9 million S*: 44
$255,000 S: 45

range of motion, lost
$1.25 million V: 194

scarring
$1.2 million V: 31

sepsis
$1 million V: 50

sexual dysfunction
$875,000 S: 8
erectile dysfunction,

$610,000 S*: 130
impotence,

$7.36 million S*: 3
surgery, extensive

$1.75 million V: 174
surgery, unnecessary

$450,000 V*: 87
temporomandibular joint

dysfunction
$476,000 V: 24

testicular torsion
testicle loss,

$982,000 V: 127
tooth, loss of

$250,000 S: 64
$55,000 V: 85

visual impairment
$2.12 million V: 193
astigmatism, worsened,

$2.26 million V: 30
corneal transplant,

$7.25 million V: 170

Injury Awards
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anesthesia awareness
group warns anesthesiologists 

to watch for patients
becoming aware during 

surgery, 13
Arthur Anderson

obstruction conviction 
overturned, 113

blogs
as patients start using blogs

to criticize doctors,
some doctors are suing, 

198
Catholic diocese

federal bankruptcy court says 
Catholic diocese’s assets 

include parish and school 
properties, 197

clergy abuse database
national database of clergy 

accused of abuse will soon 
be posted online, 13

constitutional amendments
three Florida constitutional 

amendments change
medical negligence 

landscape, 13
drug trial information

SEC examining whether 
doctors’ sale of information

to Wall Street is insider 
trading, 158

FDIC
depositors upset at FDIC’s 

settlement with
accounting firm, 33

gene therapy
government settles case 

regarding gene therapy that   
caused teenager’s death, 75

gifts
Kaiser Permanente prohibits 

gifts from pharmaceutical 
vendors, 114

hospital infection
CDC issues guidelines for 

reporting hospital infection 
rates, 93

insurance premiums
studies find medical 

negligence suits are not 
raising premiums, 93

license, CPA
court holds lack of fitness 

rules means board cannot 
deny felon CPA license, 

177
license probation

board must post end of 
licensees’ probations on 

Web site, 113
nurse-to-patient ratio

court upholds California’s 
mandatory ratio, 157

physician discipline
patient advocates say not 

enough physician discipline 
by medical boards, 133

prescription mix-ups
FDA warns pharmacists and 

doctors about, 53
restraints

hospital settles with 
government over improper 

restraints; patient’s suit is 
pending, 177

SEC arbitration
SEC arbitration rules trump 

stringent California ethics 
standards, Ninth Circuit 

holds, 74
SEC settlement

investors dissatisfied with 
settlement face arbitration 

battle, 53
tort “reform”

patient’s family sues over tort 
“reform” infomercial, 33

News
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Davenport, Courtney L., “Useful Web Sites for Professional Negligence

Attorneys,” 73
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“Useful Web Sites for Professional Negligence Attorneys,” 73

Outlook



PN-15

Men

$9.35 million V, 42-year-old auto mechanic earning $20,000 annually,
survived by wife and four minor children: 108

$1 million S and $6.1 million V, 82-year-old, survived by daughter: 69
$3.78 million V, 44-year-old mechanic earning $16 hourly, survived by

wife: 150
$3.55 million S, 56-year-old automobile mechanic earning $20,000

annually, survived by wife and three adult children: 66
$2.4 million S, 55-year-old, survived by wife and minor son: 67
$2.25 million S, 51-year-old, survived by wife and three adult children:

194
$1.88 million S and $25,000 S, 73-year-old, survived by wife and three

adult children: 90
$1.8 million V, 61-year-old pharmacist earning $100,000 annually,

survived by wife and three adult children: 32
$1.45 million S, 62-year-old retiree, survived by wife and two adult

children: 50
$950,000 S, 44-year-old attorney earning $60,000 annually, survived

by wife and minor child: 131
$850,000 S, 60-year-old businessman earning $45,000 annually,

survived by wife and three adult children: 47
$826,600 V, 81-year-old, survived by wife: 128
$750,000 S, 50-year-old lineman earning $40,000 annually, survived

by wife and two adult children: 8
$536,000 J, 64-year-old, survived by wife and adult child: 147
$350,000 S, 64-year-old, survived by wife and four adult children: 72
$21,000 V, 84-year-old, survived by adult daughter: 175

Women

$45.5 million V, 26-year-old, survived by parents: 25
$18.23 million V, 77-year-old, survived by husband, sister, and

nephew: 167
$13 million V, 60-year-old, survived by husband and three adult sons: 91
$11.8 million V, 45-year-old sales representative earning about

$70,000 annually, survived by husband and two minor children: 110
$8.07 million V, 65-year-old, survived by husband and four adult

children: 150
$5.5 million V, 72-year-old, survived by adult son: 130

$3.48 million V, 43-year-old part-time dentist, survived by husband
and three minor children: 176

$3 million S, 48-year-old, survived by adult son and daughter: 131
$2.54 million V, 33-year-old, survived by husband and three minor

children: 48
$2 million S, 33-year-old, survived by husband and four minor

children: 190
$1.66 million V, 59-year-old retiree, survived by husband and two

adult children: 11
$1.4 million V, 44-year-old artist, survived by parents and two

brothers: 12
$1.3 million S, 49-year-old, survived by husband and two adult

children: 30
$1.25 million V, 81-year-old, survived by two adult children: 70
$1.11 million V, 90-year-old, survived by two adult children: 174
$1.1 million V, 66-year-old, survived by husband and three adult

children: 149
$850,000 S, 26-year-old, survived by mother and minor child: 153
$700,000 S, 49-year-old homemaker, survived by husband and two

adult children: 107
$675,000 S, 64-year-old, survived by husband and three adult

children: 30 
$550,000 S, 61-year-old, survived by husband and five adult children:

107
$500,000 S, 67-year-old, survived by adult son: 27
$450,000 S, 72-year-old, survived by husband and two adult children:

71
$105,000 S, 32-year-old, survived by father and sister: 12
$100,000 S, 97-year-old, survived by adult son: 111

Children

$10 million V, 10-year-old boy, survived by parents: 132
$2.9 million S and $1 million S, 5-year-old boy, survived by parents

and two minor siblings: 7
$3.85 million V, 6-year-old boy, survived by parents and one sibling: 129
$3.71 million V, 6-year-old boy, survived by parents and minor sibling: 72
$875,000 S, 12-year-old girl, survived by parents and minor sibling:

149
$250,000 V, 3-year-old girl, survived by parents: 196

Wrongful Death Awards


